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First Impressions of Lile as a
Year-Long Exchange Student

e venr ago | wvasa mormal 16 yearold
student. The idea of being an exchange
stucdent wias precty far from me, [always
constdered it to be one of those H'hnlllng
inaccessibie things tat can happen in
somebedy else’s life, not mine, But here
1 am, 8 thuoasarad Rilommeten away fromm
hme, finding my sy in acountry e
never experienced betore.

Py sirgile exclmgs stodent i
the world las expectstions abaat this
experience. 'ersonally, | thought |
wimiled e in Florida, walking along the
perlden beaches, enjoying warm davs
throughout the year, Dot giess where
1 am? Michizan! Tons of snow and
pouring min. Despite this, 'oe in love
with this stage, Someebody once said;
*Exchange is not a vear in life, it’s life
b one vear™ ard that's totally true! One
of the reagons why [ went for itis that |
was reacly to challenge myvself in ander
o get stronger.

My hewt familly are peopiks whom |
will always consider to be my closest
Amerivan fiends and Dl even say ny
American famihe ' gratedul for the
oppartanity o be an elder sster, and
expericnot thal feeling when a gne year
ol baly is scresming my rame oF whien
I'm riding a tandem with mx 10 vear-
old hoat vister. What T have leamed for
sure, ks that people will always acoept

viou I yow are open 1o them, réadv 1o be
imrolved into their life, no matter whee
i are, o ratter bow long voo have
known them, no matter what language
they spealk

e vo have stepgied on the path of
an exchange stident, go-and dooas much
as yomn cian. ey ey things even B o are
FOXRE; suape thiat 1Es il in your interest
Its the only way you can syusese tils
appecianity HI the last dropy. becanse
vin Cikn rever kaoew, what vou will leam,
wlsiogn you will et and Towe it will
change v lile.

allly
o,

Event though my experience just
started several meontle age, some Qb
have already @ame to my mind. I'm here,
prresenting my mothedand by enyself,

T be home=t, this idea makes me feel
chilly. And ity the hage responsibiity, at
least ot by shame my country, Especially
L you are not very good al cooking bt
wou've recently made some catastephic
Llkrainian dishes for vour hosi famaly. it
oL e an I."J\.I:hjll'.gl' ‘\.-'!II’.I!'I'H. = '|1r|’.“ihlll‘|:|
o answer patkmly o of funny
questions from American people, becanse
that's how they fearn about your cultuee,
And rever laagh et them, because they
rably laugh at you too,

Perhaps the most important thing
[ meenthy understood; is that | now
affect people’s lives here, o, because
['m oy a part of mv host famidy s fite
and my flends' fives a5 well. They are
alsoa part of mine and 1 hawe lrnited
theme tey leave & tootpring on the sand
of thelr reemaorles, | EUEss at is a tiue
interratiomal cultural exchange, which
caf change our workd or at Least our
lives. vy story 15 just @ small graimof
sand i this system. but thet's low dunes
A made
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